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Pool Safety Door Alarm

Informational Bulletin

When the House Forms Part of the Pool Barrier

In many homes, doors open directly from the house onto the pool area or onto a patio leading to the
pool. In such cases, the side of the house leading to the pool is an important part of the pool barrier.
Passage through any door from the house to the pool should be controlled by security measures.

The importance of controlling a young child’s movement from the house to pool is demonstrated

by the statistics obtained in CPSC’s submersion reports. Residential locations dominate in
incidents involving children younger than 5 accounting for 85% of fatalities and 54 percent of
injuries (from CPSC’s 2012 Pool and Spa Submersion Report, see page 3).

Door Alarms

All doors that allow access to a swimming pool shall be equipped with an audible alarm
which sounds when the door and/or screen are opened. Alarms are required to be listed
and labeled indicating they shall meet the requirements of UL 2017 General-Purpose
Signaling Devices and Systems, Section 77 with the following features:

Sound lasting for 30 seconds or more within 7 seconds after the door is opened.

The alarm should be loud: at least 85 dBA (decibels) when measured 10 feet away from the
alarm mechanism.

The alarm sound should be distinct from other sounds in the house, such as the telephone,
doorbell and smoke alarm.

The alarm should have an automatic reset feature to temporarily deactivate the alarm for up
to 15 seconds to allow adults to pass through house doors without setting off the alarm. The
deactivation switch could be a touchpad (keypad) or a manual switch, and should be
located at least 54 inches above the threshold and out of the reach of children.

Self-closing doors with self-latching devices could be used in conjunction with door alarms
to safeguard doors which give access to a swimming pool.
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