


What is a Monument?

• Any natural or artificial object that is fixed permanently in land and 
referred to in a legal description of the land. [Black’s Law Dictionary]

• Monument, boundary – An object on or near a boundary line to 
preserve and identify the location of the boundary line on the 
ground. Where it is impracticable to establish a monument on or very 
close to a boundary line, the position of the boundary line is 
preserved by reference marks. The term “monument” is sometimes 
used to include both the mark on the boundary line and the reference 
mark. [ACSM]



Examples of Monuments



Typical Locations
of Monuments



Accessory Monument

• Monument, reference [USPLS] – An accessory monument which does 
not occupy the same geographic position as the corner itself, and 
whose spatial relationship to the corner is recorded and serves to 
witness the corner. Used where the site of the corner is such that a 
permanent monument cannot be established or where the 
monument would be liable to destruction, and bearing trees or a 
nearby bearing object are not available. [ACSM]

• Examples of accessory  monuments include straddlers, swing ties, 
lead and tacks, and chiseled crosses.



Field Book Centerline Ties



City Survey Control Network



Interactive GIS Map



SURVEY MONUMENT DATA AND RECOVERY SHEETS



Bench Mark

• A reference point, usually permanent in nature, which may be natural 
or artificial, and whose elevation is known with respect to a reference 
datum (level surface) from which other elevations can be established. 
[ACSM]

• Examples of bench marks are 1 ½” or larger brass disk, spike and 
washer, copper rod, and chiseled square on top of curb.

• Bench marks can be in unusual locations and can sometimes take a 
trained eye to locate!



Unusual Bench Mark Locations



Bench Marks Can Be Hard To See!



Importance of Monuments

• Monuments are used to maintain the integrity and continuity of 
adjoining properties, neighborhoods, subdivisions, roads, highways, 
cities, counties, states and countries.

• It has been observed across the country that public and private 
construction projects have destroyed monuments. The potential for 
conflicts and uncertainty of boundaries escalates with the destruction 
of monuments.



The Law

• CBPC 8771.

(b) When monuments exist that control the location of subdivisions, 
tracts, boundaries, roads, streets, or highways, or provide horizontal or 
vertical survey control, the monuments shall be located and referenced 
by or under the direction of a licensed land surveyor or licensed civil 
engineer legally authorized to practice land surveying, prior to the time 
when any streets, highways, other rights-of-way, or easements are 
improved, constructed, reconstructed, maintained, resurfaced, or 
relocated, and a corner record or record of survey of the references 
shall be filed with the county surveyor.



The Law Continued
• CBPC 8771.
(c) A permanent monument shall be reset in the surface of the new construction or 
a witness monument or monuments set to perpetuate the location if any 
monument could be destroyed, damaged, covered, disturbed, or otherwise 
obliterated, and a corner record or record of survey shall be filed with the county 
surveyor prior to the recording of a certificate of completion for the project. 
Sufficient controlling monuments shall be retained or replaced in their original 
positions to enable property, right-of-way and easement lines, property corners, 
and subdivision and tract boundaries to be reestablished without devious surveys 
necessarily originating on monuments differing from those that currently control 
the area.

(d) The governmental agency performing or permitting construction or 
maintenance work is responsible for ensuring that either the governmental agency 
or landowner performing the construction or maintenance work provides for 
monument perpetuation required by this section.



Most Common Problems

•Limits of construction change without notifying 
the Land Surveyor

•Contacting a Land Surveyor after demolition

•Contractor re-setting monuments



Properly Reset Benchmark



Contractor Illegally Resetting Monuments

• Bench Mark set in new concrete

• No record of monument being reset

• Reset Bench Mark not stamped “RESET”

• CBPC 8725. Any person practicing, or offering 
to practice, land surveying in this state shall 
submit evidence that he or she is qualified to 
practice and shall be licensed under this 
chapter. It is unlawful for any person to 
practice, offer to practice, or represent 
himself or herself as a land surveyor in this 
state, or to set, reset, replace or remove any 
survey monument on land in which he or she 
has no legal interest, unless he or she has 
been licensed or specifically exempted from 
licensing under this chapter.



Easy to Enforce

• GREENBOOK 400-2
• PERMANENT SURVEY MARKERS. Pursuant to Division 3, Chapter 15 of the Business and 

Professions Code, the Contactor shall not disturb survey monuments that “control the location of 
subdivisions, tracts, boundaries, roads, streets, or highways, or provide horizontal or vertical 
survey control” until they have been tied out by a Registered Land Surveyor or Registered Civil 
Engineer authorized to practice land surveying in the State of California.

• The Contractor shall submit to the Engineer a minimum of 7 days prior to start of Work a list of all 
controlling survey monuments which may be disturbed. The Agency will:

• a) set survey points outside the work area that reference the location of each controlling survey monument that may 
be disturbed,

• b) file a Corner Record or Record of Survey with the County Surveyor after setting the survey points to be used for 
re-establishment of the disturbed controlling survey monuments, and

• c) file a Corner Record or Record of Survey with the County Surveyor after re-establishment of the disturbed 
controlling survey monuments.



Well Monuments
• Cover must be protected when 

performing slurry seals

• M-10 must be adjusted within 
48 hours after pavement has 
been placed per City of 
Oceanside Design Manual

• Use SDRSD M-10B for street 
survey monument overlay 
adjustment







Procedure for Perpetuation

• RE/Contractor – Submits a request with a Professional Land Surveyor 
(PLS) to perpetuate monuments

• PLS – Researches and investigates every site that will be disturbed 
and contacts City Engineering Department for centerline ties and 
bench mark information

• PLS – References all monuments that may be disturbed and files a 
pre-construction corner record with County Surveyor

• RE/Contractor – Notifies PLS when construction is completed

• PLS – Resets all monuments that were disturbed and files a corner 
record with County Surveyor



Benefits of Being Proactive vs Reactive

• Protection of the rights of property owners

• Cost savings – It cost less to preserve monuments than to re-establish

• Rough estimate to preserve one monument is $500 (No fee to file 
corner record with County Surveyor). Cost to re-establish one 
monument after being destroyed can be as much as $5000…Billable 
to the Contractor

• Tax savings – Re-establishing after being destroyed adds significant 
costs, ultimately paid for by the tax-paying public if City is found to be 
responsible

• Stay out of court – Avoid civil actions based on uncertain boundary 
locations 



Final Thoughts

• IT’S THE LAW!!!

• In accordance with State Law, only a person authorized by 
the Board of Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, and 
Geologists to practice Land Surveying is allowed to reference 
and reset monuments

• It takes a trained eye to find monuments

• Contractor is responsible for lost monuments

• “Cursed be he who removeth his neighbor’s 
landmark”(Deuteronomy 27:17)



Questions or Comments

Contact:

William Tuck, PLS

City of Oceanside

300 N. Coast Hwy

Oceanside, Ca. 92054

Email: btuck@oceansideca.org

(760)435-5170

mailto:btuck@oceansideca.org
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